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Baron d'Estournelles de Constant, born in 1852, has been for many_ 
years a familiar figure in international conferences, and both at home 
and abroad has consistently represented the cause of peace. Trained for 
the diplomatic service (he is now minister plenipotentiary of the first 
class), after fifteen years' experience (1880-1895) he was elected mem- 
ber of the Chamber of Deputies and in 1905 was elected senator. He 
represented France at both of the Hague Conferences and is a Member 
of the Permanent Court of Arbitration. M. d'Bstournelles is an in- 
fluential member of the Inter-Parliamentary Union, an outspoken 
partisan of the limitation of armaments and president of the Society of 
International Conciliation which he organized and directs in order to 
promote good understanding and draw the nations closer together. He 
is himself the personification of conciliation, and in the best sense of the 
word, an agitator for the cause of peace. By birth a Frenchman, he is 
by choice a citizen of the world and would break down the barriers which 
separate nations. His remarkable address at Berlin was commented upon 
at length in the July number of the Journal, and if Germany and 
France forget their past differences and cooperate in the peaceful de- 
velopment of the world, it will be due in no small measure to the devo- 
tion, foresight and generous sympathy of d'Bstournelles. To a gentle 
and pleasing, not to say winning, personality, he has the gift of per- 
suasive speech. He is a remarkable linguist and is thus in all ways 
admirably fitted for the role he has chosen, namely, a mediator between 
the nations. 

THE ANNUAL MEETING 

The Fourth Annual Meeting of the Society of International Law will 
be held in Washington April 28, 29 and 30, 1910. The experience of 
the past three years shows that the two days devoted to the presentation 
and discussion of papers have left little or no time for the meeting of the 
various committees for the consideration of the business of the Society. 
It has therefore been decided that the meeting shall open Thursday even- 
ing instead of Friday morning, and that the afternoon session of Friday 
shall be omitted, in order that the various committees may hold their 
business meetings. 

It is expected that the opening session of the Society will be held in 
the Pan-American Building, and that the meetings of Friday and Satur- 
day, as well as the annual banquet on Saturday evening, will take place 
in the New Willard Hotel as usual. 
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The attempt was made last year, with considerable success, to select 
interesting and timely subjects for discussion and to make the papers 
read as well as the discussions so valuable that the report of the Annual 
Proceedings would not only interest members of the Society, but be a 
contribution to the subjects discussed. Encouraged by the results of last 
year, the Society has selected the following subjects for discussion for 
the Friday session. 

The basis of protection to citizens residing abroad, ranged under the 
following headings : 

1. The question of the limitation of protection by contract between the citizen 

and a foreign government or by municipal legislation. 

2. The citizenship of individuals, or of artificial persons (such as corporations, 

partnerships, etc.) for whom protection is invoked. 

3. The question of domicile in its relation to protection.. 

4. The effect of the unfriendly act or inequitable conduct of the citizen upon the 

right to protection. 

5. The place of denial of justice in the matter of protection. 

6. Intervention for breach of contract for tort where the contract is broken by 

the state or the tort committed by the government or governmental agency. 

Under question 3 it is suggested that the Thrasher and Koszta 
cases will throw light upon the nature and importance of the question 
of domicile, and under question 4 that the Arbuthnot and Ambrister 
case will indicate one phase of this difficult and complicated subject, and 
that the Delagoa Bay and El Triunfo cases will serve as an indication 
of the scope of question 6. 

At the Third Annual Meeting the following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved, That the President of the American Society of International Law 
shall appoint a committee of seven members, of which he shall be ex officio the 
chairman, to report to the annual meeting of this society in 1911 a draft 
codification of those principles of justice which should govern the intercourse 
of nations in times of peace; and make a preliminary report, if possible, in 
1910, sufficiently in advance of the meeting to be a subject of discussion at the 
Fourth Annual Meeting.i 

On Saturday morning the Committee on Codification will present a 
preliminary report on the history of codification and on the scope and 
plan of codification under the resolution. 

It is expected that the president of the Society, Honorable Elihu 
Root, will open the proceedings by an address which will, as previously 

i Proceedings, 1909, page 268 note. 
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stated, occur on Thursday evening April 28th, in the Pan-American 
Building. The address will be followed by two papers of a general 
nature, the first of which will outline the advantages of the codification 
of international law and the second state the objections to the proposed 
codification. In this way Saturday morning can be devoted to the con- 
sideration of the report of the committee on the resolution without 
considering the general question of codification. 

It is expected that the reception at the White House will be held on 
Saturday afternoon at two-thirty o'clock. 

It is suggested that members intending to be present at the banquet 
should secure their tickets well in advance in order to aid the committee 
in making the necessary arrangements. 

Any changes in the time of the meeting or in the programme will be 
duly notified to the members of the Society. 



